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Tur Holy Scriptures have of- 
ten, on one hand, been unjuſtly 
attacked by the ignorance, or the 
arrogance, of Infidels and Scoffers 
and, on the other hand, they 
have often been feebly defended, 
by the injudicious expoſitions of 
narrow- minded, or enthuſiaſtic in- 
terpreters. Their native beauty 
and ſimplicity have thus been un- 
happily defaced, and bigotry and 
ſuperſtition have been introduced 


into the Church. 
The 
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complete, though compendious 
ſyſtem. 
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The Confeſſion of Faith of the 
Church of Scotland has frequent- 
ly ſhared the ſame fate. It has 
been unjuſtly attacked by many, 
who, it is believed, have ſcarcely 
been at the trouble of reading it 
and it has been feebly defend- 
ed by many, who, with a rigid and 
contracted ſpirit, have confined 
their ſpeculations to particular 
doctrines, inſtead of taking a li- 
beral and enlarged view of it, as a 


The deſign of the following 


Treatiſe, therefore, is not to con- 


ſider or to explain the particular 
doctrines of the Confeſſion of 


Faith 


1 
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Faith but to view it-as a ſyſtem 
to ſhow, that in Whatever light 
ſome of its doctrines may appear 
to ſome particular claſſes of its 
readers, yet that, taken as a ſy- 
ſtem, it muſt be regarded by every 
intelligent and impartial mind as 
exhibiting the moſt liberal and 
laudable ſentiments. 

Though I preſume not that 
any obſervations of mine will en- 
tirely ſolve every difficulty which 
may occur upon this ſubje&; and 
though I mean not dogmatically 
to aſſert, that the principles which 
I lay down are free from every 
mixture of ignorance or error---- 
yet I am hopeful that ſome hints 


may 
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may be e which; improv- 


ing and experience, may be pro- 
ductive of happy effects. At any 
rate, no circumſtance ſhall deprive 
me of the ſatisfaction which I feel 
in expreſſing, publicly and ſincere- 
ly, my good wiſhes to my bre- 
thren, and in exerting my beſt la- 


bours to promote liberality and 


enlargement of ſpirit in the Church 
of which I am proud to be a 


member. 


THE 


ed by men of more genius, learn - 


N 


U 


z, 


82 — _ hs 
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Arts and ſciences ns attained: a, high 
degree of perfection; and liberality of ſen- 
iment, not only in philoſophy, but alſo 
n religion, diffuſes irs happy influence 
over the various departments of ſociety. 
The obſcurity of Heathen ignerance 

s baniſhed by che illuminating beams of 
Chriſtian knowledge; and the abſurdities 
of ſuperſtition give place to the prevail- 
ing power of rational religion. In the 
preſent age, one man does not ſee with 
another man's eyes, or judge with another 
man's underſtanding; but exerts his own 
faculties with an unfettered freedom, and 
examines the foundation of every doc- 
B trine, 
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trine, before he aſſumes 3 it as a principle 


of faith. a = 
It is, at this. * the bon and the 
Vier ag of this country, that its inhabi- 
tants are emerged from that deep abyſt of 
darkneſs which involves the Heathen, and 
the idolater—and that they are guided in 
their reſearches after truth by the facred 
rays of Reaſon, and of Revelation. In this 
kingdom the temple of Paganiſm is not 
feen the altar of ſuperſtition is not erect. 
ed and the ſacrifices of idolatry are not 
offered up to appeaſe the wrath of artifi- 


cial and fictitious Divinities. Our en- 


lightened countrymen, advanced abore 
the level of the ancient Barbarians who 
dwelt 1n this land, do not worſhip ſtocks 
or ſtonies—deified heroes or the hoſt of 
heaven—or, like the ignorant and deluded 
Athenians, bow themſelves down before 
the altar of an © unknown God:“ But, 
taught by their religion that © Gop 1s a 

Spirit, 


1 


Spirit, Ee} ſtudy to « morſkig bing, in 

ſpirit and in truth.” —Tavght by their re- 
gion that the Gop whom they worſhip 
5 abſolutely, immutably, and eternally 
perfect, they aſpire after the reſemblance of 
his ſublime perfections, by cheriſhing ſen- 
timents of uprightneſs, and by diſplaying 
the practice of virtue. 

It is the glory and the happineſs of 
this country, that the increaſing power of 
the Reformation hath broken 1n pieces the 
zalling yoke of eccleſiaſtical tyranny, and 
nected. the trophies of . Chriſtian liberty 
over the inſidious wiles of political prieſt- 
craft, and ſacerdotal uſurpation. Thoſe 
vho Wl execrable ages are now no more, in which 
ck impoſſibilities were regarded as objects of 
of W kuth—cruelties were canonized as virtues 
ded and abſurdities were dignified with the 
ore title of myſteries—in which the inquiſi- 
ut, tor, the ſpiritual merchant, and the tyrant 
s 2 oycr conſcience, watched for the moment 
t, B 2 when, 
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When, to the beſt advantage, they mh 


perſecute the heretic, make à traffic of 


 godlineſs, and bind the underfiandinigs of 


men in the inglorious chang of Ane 
and ſlavery. 7 
The goſpel of Chriſt, now Arippecd: of 


- thoſe magnificent incumbrances with 
which it was oppreſſed, and of all thoſe 


corruptions ſuperinduced upon it by the 
ignorance or ambition of mankind, is in 
a great meaſure reſtored to its original 


 firapligity ;—and it ſhould be the pride af 


every Proteſtant to pull off any irrational, 
ridiculous, or myſtical appendages which, 
notwithſtanding the improvements of mo- 
dern times, may ſtill hang upon it—and, 


in the luſtre of its unveiled beauty, to 


ſhow its happy connexion with the genue 
ine dictates of the human underſtanding, 
and with the pureſt feelings of the human 


heart. 


In 


TS) + wm, Was 


he will find, in the goodneſs of the inten- 


t 1 


In an * diſtinguiſhed, as the baden 
is, for ſcience and for Hberty, it is pre- 
ſumed, that an addreſs to the reaſon of 
mankind upon a ſubject of great import · 
ance to our National Church, will not be 
unaeceptable to the candid, ox be regard · 
ed as unintereſting to the ſerious. And 
however much the reader may have 
cauſe to lament the weakneſs with which 
the attempt is executed—yet it is hoped, 


tion, a ſufficient apology for the publi- 
cation. 
The ſubject of this Eſſay, is the Con- 
feſſion of Faith of che Church of Scot- 
land, conſidered as a public and national 
ſyſtem—and the manner in which Mi- 
niſters, Elders, Preachers, Profeſſors, and 
Schoolmaſters, connected with the Eſta» 
bliſhment, are ſuppoſed to ſubſcribe it. 
The Confeſſion of Faith was compiled 
in London by the Weſtminſter Divines, 
and 
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ceived the ſanction of the General As. 
ſembly, and was appointed to be the 
Public Standard, or Confeſſion, of the Na- 
tional Church: Hence it may be con- 
ſidered as the baſis of our Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution. It was ratified by many 
acts of the Scoteh Parliament prior to the 


Union betwixt Scotland and England, 


and was declared to be unalterable by 
the preliminary article of the Union be- 
tween theſe two kingdoms: Hence it 
may, in ſome degree, be conſidered as the 
baſis of our Civil Conſtitution, 39 

Should it, therefore, for argument 
ſake, be for a moment ſuppoſed, that, 
through the ignorance or fallibility of 


our forefathers, any error or defect, in 
doctrine, or in duty, had crept into the 


National Confeſſion, it would ſeem next 
to impoſſible that ſuch error or defect, if 


any 


and — eee 
of Scotland; and in the year 164% re- 
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l 
any ſuch chere be, can ever be corrected : 
becauſe it does not eccur how any ſuch 
error or defect could he corrected, with - 
out plucking up by che roots our Whole 
eſtabliſhment both in Church and State 
and the probable conſequences of any 
innovation on the national ſyſtem, would 
be dangerous, rather than ſalutary. Be- 
fides, were an alteration on the doctrines 
or duties contained in the Confeſſion of 
Faith propoſed, it is not probable that, in 


a period of liberal inveſtigation and free 


enquiry, any ſet of doctrines: could be 
framed which would take in the various 
opinions of all . individuals :—80 that, 
were a new Confeſſion of Faith to be 


conſtructed, it is probable, that as many 


objections, difficulties and ſcruples might 
exiſt with reſpect to it, as now exiſt with 
reſpect to the preſent. Thus it is reaſon- 
able to conclude, that the Church of | 
Scotland, tempering the heat of zeal-with 

the 
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the coolneſs of, prudence, and, anxious to 
guard againſt the dangers of an inno- 
vating ſpirit, will retain its preſent Con- 
feſſion as long as it retains its preſent eſta« 
een will, with the poet, rather 
chooſe to bear the ills it has, wan Ny 


| eee eee aural 


Ihe Confeſſion of Faith of the Chureh 
of Scotland canſifts of thirty-three chaps 
ters which chapters contain not on 
the general doctrines of the Church, but 
alfo the particular paſſages of Scripture 
which are uſed. to none the od 
theſe doctrines. | 

Some of the detrines a in 
theſe 'thirty<three chapters—ſuch as, the 
exiſtence and attributes of God, and the 
divine original of the Holy Scriptures, c. 
it is believed, are agreed to, not only by 
all Proteſtants, but even by all Chriſtians. 
Some of the doctrines contained in theſe 
thirty-three chapters—fuch as, predeſtina- 

tion 
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E 
don and infant baptiſm, &. have been 


burces of toritroverſy and ſpeculatire de- 


hate, not ofily among Chriſtians, dns even 
mong Proteſtante. 


It is not, however, my dagen in dh 
teatiſe, on one hand, to defend the Con- 


feſſion of Faith as a ſyſtem of faith and 
ractice abſolutely perfect and infallible: 
This might, perhaps, be regarded as pre- 
ſumption, or as the effect of a high- flying 


cal for the tenets of a ſociety of which I 


m a member. Nor is it my deſign, on 


the other hand, to attack the Confeſſion 


of Faith, or any of its doctrines, as a de- 
parture from the ſimplicity of truth, or 
in unfair interpretation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures : This might be conſidered as an act 
of inconſiſtency and high impropriety, in 
one who has himſelf fubſcribed it. But 
my defign is, as I have aleady hinted, 
without ſpeculating on particular doc- 
trines, to take an impartial view of the 

C | Confeſſion 


o 


and to conlider how far perſons, differin 
| in ſome degree from one another in opi 


of the Confeſſion of Faith, or at dealt, Wi 


without the charge of inconfiſtency, fu 


ing points. In the % place, I wille 


(8 1 


Confefitbn of Faith as a general ſyltem 


nion, with regard to ſome of the articl 


regard to the interpretation of theſe” 
ticles, may, wich a good cbnftienck, a0 


ſcribe } it: and if, in che illuſtrations, wic 
with becoming deference, I ſubmit to th 
Public, I ſhall be ſo happy as to enlary 
the ſentiments, or quiet the Tcruples\ 
any honeſt individual enquiring aſe 
truth, I ſhall rejoice in my fuccels, 
regard my feeble labours as amply con 
penſated. 

In the diſcuſſion of the ſubject, I'm 


confine my reaſoning to the two follon 


deavour to prove, that every man, with 
* 

out exception, who, by the good prov 

dence of God, lives in a free coun 


l 
ind i is a member of a ProteſtangChurch, 


4.4 


glleſſes ; and enjoys, and, upon the prin- 
ciples of the religion he profelles, is en- 
itled. to polleſs and enjoy, the rights of 
pivate judgment, and the moſt completo 
ad perfect freedom to examine for him- 
ſelf the doctrines of religion, and the e evi- 
lences upon which they are founded—to 
rm his, Own. creed—and to worſhip Gop 
cording to the light of his own con- 
ſcience, and the. unpolluted instructions 
of the Holy Scriptures: And if TI eſtabliſh 
this propoſition, to. the. ſatisfaction, and 
conviction of human reaſon then the 1 in- 
ference which I will draw from. it 18 
That the ſubſcription of any confeſſion of 
faith whatever, i in any E Proteſtant Church, 
can never be imagined. to ſubvert this eſ- 
ſential freedom—but muſt always be ſap- 
poſed to imply the moſt unreſtrained ex- 


moſt enlarged right of priyate Judgment. 
| Ca In 


erciſe of the rational faculties, and the 
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Church of Scotland, when fully under 


mind of the intelligent and honeſt er 
quirer to be founded upon the unbiaſſe 


1 4 1 . 


In the 1 place, 1 wil endeavour t 
prove, that the Confeſſion of Faith of the 


ſtood, and fairly interpreted, does not tend 
in the leaſt degree, to deſtroy freedom o 
enquiry, or to chain down the human un 
derſtanding to a belief of its doCtrine 
any farther than as they appear to che 


dictates of reaſon, and the facred declara 
tions of the word of Gop: And if I 
bliſh this propoſition to the ſatisfaction 
and conviction of human reafon—then 
the inference which I will draw from it 
is—That, though the ſubſcriber of this 
Confeſſion ſhould not be altogether free 
from ſome apprehenſions that ſome of it 
doctrines or interpretations are dark 0 
diſputable—or, at leaſt, that ſome of the 


Scripture proofs are ſtrained or inappli- 
cable; yet if, in general, he is well affect 


tw) 


ed to the conſtitution, difcipline, and wor- 


ſhip of the Church of Scotland, he is tiot 


chargeable with inconſiſtency in fabſcrib- 


ing it becauſe ſuch fabſcription ſeems to 
be warranted * Confeffion of Faith 
itſelf. | | 
The firſt des which I will en- 
deavour to prove, is— That every man, 
without exception, who, by the good 
providence of Gop, lives in a free coun- 
try, and is a member of a Proteſtant 
Church, poſſeſſes and enjoys, and, upon 
the principles of the religion he profeſſes, 
is entitled to poſſeſs and enjoy, che rights 
of private judgment, and the moſt com- 
plete and perfect freedom to examine for 
himſelf the doctrines of religion, and the 
evidences upon which they are founded— 
to form his own -creed—and to worſhip 
Gop according to the light of his own 
conſcience, and the unpolluted inſtruc- 
tions of the Holy Scriptures. Every 
| member 
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| theſe four ſourees—the Law.o 


[ 21, 1 


mepber. ofathe Church af aria de- 
rixes che right of private. judgment, and 


eee of, romp 
for himſelf the principles of er bs 


Nati 
the Religion of Cunisr-che Reforma: 
ton—and the Confeſſion of Faith, The 
firſt he enjoys as a man—the ſecond, as a 
Chriſtian—the third as a Proteſtant—and 
the fourth as a preſpyterian, | 


In the feb, Place —Liberty of con« 
ſcience, and the rights of private judg- 
ment, are founded upon the Law of Nas 
ture. That man is a rational being, is a 
propoſition which will not be denied, 
That reaſon was given to man for imports 
ant purpoſes, is a propoſition equally un- 
deniable. For, it is not to be 1magined, 
that the wiſe Author of our being would 
have implanted ſuch a noble and glorious 


talent in the ſoul, merely for the purpoſe 
of 


T7 
of alfiſtin g ü to eat, and drink, and ſleep, 
and dul alge the prope Wpellces bf animal 


nature—a as, it is pröbable, that ſenſual 


delights Rave the ftrongeſt reliſh, "where 
rational r efleftions have the feebleſt in- 
fluence. It is, therefore; plain, that this 
divine faculty was lodged in the foul for 
the attainment of pleafi ures more pure 
and permanent than thoſe which ly with- 
in che province of the ſenſes, 

One of the chief and moſt illuſtrious 
attribiites'of Reaſon,” is the power of diſ- 
ringuiſhing right from wrong, truth from 
error, and ſolid argument from ſophiſtry 
or conjeChire, "Now, it is abſolutely im- 

poſſible that any man can, accurately, and 
impartially, m make theſe diſtinctions, un- 
leſs he be permitted, without reſtraint, 
and without controul, to examine, to 
compare, to deliberate, to reflect, and in 
one word to exerciſe his mental, moral, 
and reaſoning powers. Hence it is evi- 


dent, 


[4] 
dent, chat every being, capable of moral 
and religious obligations, muſt have, from 
the law of Nature, an original and un- 
alienable right to chooſe his own religion 
— to form his on creed and to worſhip 
God according to the convictions of his 
own mind, Fetter this right, and you MM. 
deſtroy it—Deftroy . this right, and you 
annihilate religion. For if once freedom lf 
of enquiry, from which religion ariſes, 
and only can ariſe, is deſtroyed—it is 
obvious, religion, which flows from the Nor 


exerciſe of that freedom, cannot exiſt, bl 


Chance may throw a man into a coun» ¶ gi 


try where good principles are eſtabliſhed Hof 


by law—but, if he blindly and impli- I di 
citly adopts the national creed, merely ll of 


becauſe it is the religious ſyſtem of the 


country where he lives, without ſeriouſly Wl fy 


and diligently examining the nature and ro 


import of its principles, and of its proofs, ¶ co 
this can never be imputed as religion to B. 
him— 


t | 
him—becauſe his belief of one ſyſtem of 
doctrines, rather than another, ariſes mere- 
y from the ideas of the country in which 
Providence has fixed his lot — and that, 
in common ſenſe, can never be regarded 
zs religion, upon the principles of which 
a man would be a Mahometan in Turkey 
-a Heathen in Japan—a Roman Catho- 
lie in Portugal—and a Proteſtant in Bri- 
tain. Such principles may indeed anſwer 
all the purpoſes of a faſhionable profeſſion, 
or promote the continuance of an eſta- 
bliſhed ſuperſtition but they can never 
give comfort to the mind in the periods 
of rational reflection, or inſpire it with 
dignity and hope in the ſerious proſpect 
of a future judgment. 

The tyrant's arm, and the ruffian's 
ſword, may frighten cowardly and timo- 
rous ſpirits into a baſe and inglorious 
compliance with external ceremonies — 
But whilſt the underſtanding is uncon- 

D vinced, 
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| 49.0 
vinced, and the heart, is unaffected, no 
more of religion can exiſt than its paint- 
ed and paſſing form. Outward farce 
may make a man a hypocrite— but qut- 
ward force can never make a man religi- 


ous. Force may prompt us to diſplay the 
ſpecious and glittering outworks of reli- 
gion but force can never cauſe the vital 
influence of religion to penetrate the heart, 
Hence it 1s evident, that though compul- 
ſion, by an awful diſplay of its terron, 
may ſubdue the trembling ſpirit of the 
coward, or bend to its purpoſe the ac- 
commodating ſoul of the hypocrite—yet 


it cannot overthrow the eternal diſtine- 


tion between error and truth, or prevail 
upon the candid breaſt to embrace a ſyſ- 


tem which the underſtanding and the 


feelings reject, 

Thus 1t appears, that, by the law of 
nature, there exiſts in every man, an ori- 
ginal right to fix his own religion, and to 

form 


127 1 
{rm his own creed: And, if it be admit-⸗ 
ted, that this right is originally inherent 
in every man, then it muſt be farther 
admitted, that the perſon poſſeſſing this 
right, having derived'it immediately and 
reſpotifibly from Gop, can, upon no pre- 
rence whatever, renounce it; — nor can 
ay human authority, without a groſs 
invaſion of human liberty, and a moſt 
oppreſſive act of arbitrary power, deprive 
bim of it. Our civil rights we may, in 
certain firuations, reſign, or ſubmit to the 


judgment and arbitration of others; our 


connexion with ſociety in this life, the 
frailty of human laws, and the neceſſity 
of circumſtances, may juſtify ſach con- 
duct: but our mental and moral rights 
we are not at liberty to farrender, In 
the affairs which belong to eternity, every 
man ſtands upon his own feet, and, at the 
day of judgment, muſt anſwer for botle 
his creed and his conduct. Therefore, ag 

D 2 15 


4 8. +» 
it is certain that every man muſt anſwer 
for himſelf, it is certain that every man 
muſt judge for himſelf ; ſince no propoſi 
tion can be conceived to be more abſurd 
than this, that another man ſhould chooſe 


a religion for me, and yet that I ſhould 


be anſwerable for his choice. 


In the ſecond place, Liberty of con- 
ſcience, and the rights of private judg- 


ment, are founded upon the religion of 
Chriſt. All the doctrines, duties, pre- 


cepts, parables, inſtitutions, and exhorta- 


tions propoſed to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, 


are evidently addreſſed to them as a race 
of beings inveſted with power, and with 
liberty to deliberate upon the nature and 
tendencyof the doctrines which he taught, 
and to decide upon the import and vali- 
dity of the proofs by which he ſupported 
their truth or credibility : And, if man- 
kind have not freedom to examine the 


ſyſtem 


my 


G K 


tw } 

ſyſtem of the Goſpel, and power to judge 
of its doctrines, duties, and evidences, it 
may, witch as much propriety, and ędifi- 
cation, be preached, after the example of 
Saint Francis, to birds, or to fiſhes, as to 
mend. j. tut?” 1 FF toute 

This general propolition, That the 
Goſpel was addreſſed by its Founder to 
mankind, as a ſpecies of beings poſſeſſed 


of reaſon and liberty, is manifeſt, not 


only from the principles of fair deduc- 
tion, but alſo from a variety of explicit 
and particular paſſages in the New Teſta- 
ment; a few of which, for the ſatisfac- 
tion of the liberal enquirer, I beg leave 
to quote. — In the Goſpel by John, fifth 
chapter and 39th verſe, Jeſus Chriſt, ad- 
moniſhing the Jews, uſeth theſe words : 
Search the Scriptures.” Now, an ad- 
monition to ſearch the Scriptures, evi- 
dently preſuppoſes liberty and power in 


the ſearcher to examine the nature, ten- 


dency, 
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dency, and evidences of the Scriptures 
to adopt them, if, upon a free and im- 
partial enquiry, they appear to be founded 
on the attributes and authority of Go 
or to reject them, if they appear to be 
a cunningly deviſed fable,” or the art- 
ful fabrication of an unprincipled impoſ- 
tor: And if mankind poſſeſs nor theſe 
powers of examination and decifion, it is 


clear as the light of the ſun, that an ex- 


hortation to them to ſearch the Scriptures, 
would not only be abſurd, but even un- 
generous. 


In the Goſpel by Matthew, ch. xxiil. 


and verſes 8th, gth, and 1oth, Chriſt, 


' ſpeaking to the multitude and to his dif- 


ciples, uſeth theſe words: And be not 


cc 


cc 


(e 


cc 


ie 


ye called Rabbi; for one is your Ma- 
ſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are bre- 
thren: And call no man your father 
upon the earth; for one is your father, 


* which is in heaven: Neither be ye 
“called 


1 


called maſters; for one is your maſter, 
«* even. Chriſt.” The obvious meaning 
of this paſſage is, that, as the kingdom 
«* of Chriſt is not of this world, and as 
his religion does not concern itſelf with 
the fluctuating maxims of civil govern- 
ment, or the periſhing diſtinctions of po- 
litical ambition, but confines itſelf wholly 
to the adminiſtrations and police of the 
moral and religious world, the Chriſtian, 
in all matters purely religious and ſpiri- 
tual, has no maſter but Chriſt ;—that he 
is bound to reject the impolitions of hu- 
man authority, whether civil or eccleſiaſ- 
tical, fo far as theſe impoſitions ſwerve 
from the ſimplicity, or contradict the 
truth of the Goſpel ;—and that whenever 
a competition occurs betwixt the original 
doctrines of the Goſpel, and the ſuper- 
added doctrines of human explication, 
the follower of Chriſt 1s to reject the ex- 
plication, and to adhere to the Goſpel ; 


upon 


cc man. „0 e 34k Fr 


verſes zyth and 38th, Chriſt makes this 


but if I do, though ye believe not me, 


E | 
upon this undoubted printißle, that 
“ Gb is to be ebeyed, ratnck an 


im the Goſpel by John, chap. X. 4nd 


addreſs to the Jews: If T do not the 
«* works of my Father, believe me not; 


believe the works, that ye may know 
and believe that the Father is in me, 
% and I in him.” This addreſs obviouſly 
implies a moſt unreſtrained freedom in 
every ſpectator, to conſider, with all the 
powers of human reaſon, the nature and 
tendency of the miracles which Jeſus 
wrought ; to compare them with the ex- Net 
ertions of human genius, and with the 
ordinary operations of Divine Providence; 
and, upon the whole, to determine whe- 
ther they glared with the prominent fea- 
tures of impoſture and fallacy, or afford- 
ed fſatisfaftory credentials of a Divine 


commiſſion. 


In 


a ] 


Yar In the Acts af the Apoſtles, chap, xvii. 
han We 1 rth, Faul aſſerts that © the Bereans 
vere more noble than thoſe in Theſſalo- 


nica.” — And the reaſon; which he aſſigns 
; the foundation of their ſuperior excel- 
ence is that they would not take their 
eligion upon truſt, or have it impoſed 

pon them by an arbitrary authority 
ut that, ſhaking, off every fetter which 


10W 
me, amps the, operations of human. reaſon, 
ſly id remote from the ſtupidity of a blind 


ad implicit faith, they ſearched the ſerip- 


che Nures with a free and impartial ſpirit, in 
and Irder that they might diſcover whether 
ſus Ine doctrines they contained, and the pre- 


epts they enjoined were ſuited to the 
erfections, and proyidence of Gop, and 
o the rational conceptions of the human 
nind and whether, the proofs by which 


he- 
* hey were corroborated were ſufficient e- 
rd idences of their divine original. 


& - 
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_ without exception to < 


[ 44 ] 
In the firſt "xi dd at 
Theſſalonians, Paule: s W 


* and to hold faſt that which i g 
And John, in his firſt epiſtle, chap f. 
4th. and verſe rſt, gives Chriſtians ane 
hortation of the ſame nature —“ Beloyed 
believe not every ſpirit — but try the ſi 
* rits, whether they are of Gop—beeguf 
many faHe prophets are gone out into the 
* world.” The unequivocal ſenſe of theſ 
paſſages is—that there is a power in hi 
man nature to diſtinguiſh truth from 


ror, religion from ſuperſtition, andthe : 
ſimple and fublime doctrines of dn 2 
revelation from the ſpurious and counter 
feited doctrines of human impoſtu 

and that, as there is in human nature ff {; 
power to make thefe diſtinchons, ſo thera n 
is in it a moſt complete and perfect liber d 


ty to exerciſe this power—to deliberuqſ ir 
* every propoſition in religion to e b 


amine 


is] 

wt amine nnr hichꝭ in brought for- 
yard to-arreft>1t46and;: eo! form ſuch an 
Jaden len fag a faith as naturally; a- 
riſes to æhe upright and enquiring mind, 
from a fair and full exertion. of human 
feaſon and human liberty. Hence it is 
plain, that though prudence will teach 
erery wiſe and confiderate man to avail 
bmfſelf-of every aſſiſtance which he can 
deri ve from human ſyſtems, commenta- 
nes and expòſitions; yet truth will con- 
vince him, chat upon every ſuhject of re- 
gion and: conſcience, every man without 
re Oy his own ultimate 
and * en 


In hs third 3 of con- 
ſcience, and the rights of private judge- 


ment are founded upon the principles of 
the Reformation. However clearly and 
incontrovertibly the powers of reaſon, li- 
derty of conſcience, and the rights of pri- 
mine E 2 ate 


„„ 
vate judgment” are ufcertained in the lu 


of nature, and in the rengion of CHAN 


yet ſuch is the ſiruation, and ſuch tt 
the infirmities of human nature in the 
preſent life, that theſe eſſential and Mol 


important rights have not been viniforh- 


ly, and regularly enjoyed. Mahomet de. 
nied the liberty of a' free inveſtigation 
and the rights of private judgment to the 
inhabitants of Arabia, and to the inhiabi- 
tants of all thoſe Eaſtern countries which 
he conquered by the ſword ; and com- 
pelled them, on the peril of their'livs, 
to embrace thoſe doctrines which his 
rice, or his ambition, prompted him t 


impoſe on the cowardice, or credulity of 


the vanquiſhed, The Church of Rome, 
with the ſame ſpirir, denied to the mem- 
bers of that church the rights of a fair 
examination, and all the ſacred bleflings 
of religious liberty; locked up the ſerip- 
tures in an unknown tongue; with a high 

exerciſe 


t 5 1 
exereiſe of arbierary power, preſſed its \ 
doctrines and its dogmas upon its adhe- 
rents, without allowing them the privi- 
lege of judging for themſelves; and threat- 
ened to liflict the ſevereſt, and moſt ter- 
rifying puniſhments upon any man who | 
ſhould have the preſumption to arraign - 
the conduct of the Church, or to depart, 
in any degree, from the belief of her in- 
fallible ſtandards. The conſequence of 
theſe unjuſt and arbitrary reſtraints was 
this the light of knowledge and of truth 
ſoon diſappeared; and the gloom of dark- 
neſs and of ignorance pervaded the Chri- 
ſtian world - the ſimplicity and the puri- 
ty of religion were baniſhed from the 
temple and the altar; and the groſſneſs 
and abſurdities of ſuperſtition were intro- 
duced to ſupply their place Liberty, with 
all its glories and its bleſſings, was extin- 
guiſhed, and conſcience was chained in 


the 2 ſhackles of oppreſſion and 
tyranny. 


ts 


+ 38 1 N | 


88 d din prevdled in * 
— church; if Chriſtian church k 
may be called, till" the happy and aul. 
cious æra of the Reformation —Hieti 5) 
the heroiſm of our anceſtors, uhler" the 
blefling of Almighty God, the ſpirit of 
religious liberty, which had long beth 
lulled aſleep upon the couch of 'delulive 
ignorance, happily awoke; and reſtored 
to Proteſtants the e ee of the 
kingdom HGA“ 7 5 #225 $4 
The grand and jeading Wing 
che reformation, as every Proteſtant knows, 
was this that every man, without excep- 


tion, has a right to the free uſe of the hos 


ly ſeriptures - to examine their doctrines, 
precepts, inſtitutions, and evidences to 
interpret every paſſage of ſeripture for 
himſelf—and to form his own religious 
creed, not as he ſhall be directed by hu- 
man ſyſtems, or enjoined by human laws, 
but according to choſe opinions which, in 
the 


30 — 1 1 
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the fight of Gon and a good conſcience, 
after a fair and full examination, he is led 
to form of the religion of Chriſt—of che 
religion of Chriſt, not as it may be man- 
gled by the aſſaſſins of truth, or corrupted 
by the fla ves of ſuperſtition, but as it is 
preſented to the human mind, in its na- 
tive beauty and ſimplicity, in the Holy 


In the forrth place Liberty of con- 
ſcience, and the rights of private judg- 
ment, are founded upon the Confeſſion of 
Faith of the Church of Scotland. The 
members of the Church of Scotland, con- 
fidered as the members of a Proteſtant 
Church, have, without queſtion, a moſt 
perfect right to all the privileges and im- 
munities which Proteſtants derive from 
the Reformation, But this is not all, — 
Liberty of conſcience, freedom of enquiry, 
and the moſt unreſtrained exerciſe of the 

rational 
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rational and moral faculties of the human 
mand, are clearly defined; and legally ſe- 
cured to them by the public ſtandards 
of the National Church; For the. proof 
of this propoſition, I appeal.to the Con- 
feſſion of Faith. In chapter zoth, ſec- 
tion ad, we find the following paſſage a 
paſſage which, as it diſcovers the moſt 
perfect liberality of ſentiment, the moſt 
entire conſciouſneſs of the limited and 
fallibte powers of the human underſtand- 


ing, and the moſt ſacred reſpect to the 


omniſcience and ſupreme authority ef 
God, reflects, and ever will reflect, the 
bigheſt honour on its authors. The paſ- 
ſage is this: Go alone is Lord of the 
äconſcience, and hath left it free from the 

« doctrines. and commandments of men, 
© which are in any thing contrary to his 
* word, or beſide it, in matters of faith or 
* worſhip 80 that to believe ſuch doc- 


© trines, or to obey ſuch commands out of 


* conſcience, 


T's 


LL 'Þ 
* conſcience, is to betray true liberty of 
* conſctence—and therequiring an impli- 


“ cit faith, and an abſolate and blind obe- 


. diencezis to deſtroy liberty of RY 
« and reaſon alſo.” 


By che firſt clauſe of this article it is 


evident, that the members of the Church 
of Scotland have a moſt entire liberty of 
conſcience, a moſt complete freedom of 
enquiry, and a moſt unlimited right to 
read, to examine, and to interpret the 
Scriptures for themſelves—for © Gop a- 
* lone is Lord of the conſcience, and hath 
left it free from the doctrines and com- 
* mandments of men which are in any 
© thing contrary to his word, or beſide it, 
* 1n matters of faith or worſhip.” By the 
laſt clauſe of this article it is evident, that 
an attempt, by any human authority 
whatever, whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, 
to impoſe upon any Chriſtian any doc- 
trine or doctrines whatever, which are 

F | either 


_- 


; 
| 
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is 
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the members of the Church of Scotland, 


endeavoured to illuſtrate, be admitted, 


1 4 1: 


either contrary to Scripture, or beſide k. 
in matters of faith or worſhip, is a direct 


invaſion of religious liberty, and an act 
of ee oppreſſion over conſclence 
for“ the requiring of an implicit faith 
in ſuch doctrines, and an abſolute and 
blind obedience to ſuch commands, is to 
ae liberty of conſcience, and n 
alſo.” 
nus have I endeavoured to ſhow, “ 
upon what grounds liberty of conſcience, 
and the rights of private judgment, are 
founded. I have endeavoured to ſhow, 
that they are founded to all men upon 
the law of nature; to all Chriſtians upon 
the religion of Chriſt ; to all Proteſtants 
upon the principles of the Reformation 
and to al] Preſbyterians—or at leaſt to al 


upon the Confeſon of Faith ;—and if the 
Principles which I have laid down, and 


a) 


T 


[4 1 
sam confident no Proteſtant will deny, 
then the concluſion which I propoſe to 


draw from them will, I ſhould hope, be 
equally clear and undemiable—which is 


That if liberty of conſcience, and the 


rights of private judgment, are founded 
upon the law of nature, and the religion 
of Chriſt, then the ſubſcriber of any reli- 
rious ſyſtem compoſed by men, in a 
Proteſtant country, and in a Proteſtant 
Church, cannot, by that ſubſcription, be 
underſtood, upon any principle allied to 
common ſenſe, to reſign his liberty of 
conſcience, or his rights of private judg- 
ment—but, by a fair and juſt interpreta- 
tion, muſt be underſtood to retain the 
molt free and unmutilated poſſeſſion of 
ill thoſe powers and privileges which he 
derives from the united laws of reaſon and 
of Chriſtianity, 


F 2 The 


iy 
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The /ccond propoſition which I will 
endeavour to prove, is— That the Con- 
feſſion of Faith of the Church of Seot- 
land, when fully underſtood and fairly 
interpreted, does not tend, in the leaſt de. 
gree, to deſtroy freedom of enquiry, or to 
chain down the human underſtanding to 
a belief of its doctrines, any farther than 
as they appear to the mind of the intell- 
gent and honeſt enquirer to be founded 
upon the unbiaſſed dictates of reaſon, and 
the ſacred declarations of the word of 
'Gop. . 

In the various claſſes of Miniſters 
Elders, Preachers, Profeſſors, Schoolma- 
ſters, and others, who are bound by la 
to ſubſcribe the Confeſhon of Faith, it is 
fair to ſuppoſe, that a great number of 
each claſs believe all the doctrines of that 
Confeſſion ; and not only all the doctrines, 
but alſo the preciſe and pointed applics 


tion of all the Scripture texts which the 
compulers 


P 


0 
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compilers of that Confeſſion have produ- 
ced, to prove the reſpective doctrines to 
which they are applied; and may there- 
fore be preſumed to ſubſcribe the Nation- 
al Creed, not. only without any ſcruple, 
diffidence, or heſitation, but with as per- 
fect a conviction, and as full an approba- 
tion of their own minds, as a mathemati- 


cian would ſubſcribe the axioms of Ar- 


chimedes, or the poſtulata of Euchd, 

It is at the ſame time, perhaps, not 
improbable, that in an age of learning 
and of liberty, which never fails to breed 


and to nouriſh diverſity of opinions, there 


may be ſome; in one or other of the claſſes 


above-mentioned, who ſubſcribe the Con- 


feſſion of Faith of this Church, not with- 
out ſome ſmall {cruples—either with re- 
ſpect to the full meaning and extent of 
ſome of its articles, or at leaſt with reſpect 
to the natural and original application of 


ſome of thoſe texts which are brought 
| from 
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1 46 1 . 
from Scripture to prove the truth of thets 
articles, It is poſſible to conceive, that 
there may be men who believe the doez 
trine of infant baptiſm as a doctrine 
founded upon reaſon, juſtice, religion, and 


ſociety, who yet may be unable to diſco: 


ver how far that expreſſion of our Savi- 
our, Mark x. ver. 14th, « Suffer little 
“ children to come unto me, and forbid 
* them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom 
© of Gop”—or how far that other ex- 
preſſion of our Saviour, Mark xvi. ver. 
15th and 16th, Go ye into all the world, 
* and preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture. He that believeth and is baptiz- 
e ed ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth 
“not ſhall be damned” can be regard- 


ed as either applicable to, or a proof of 
the doctrine of infant baptiſm. | 

It is, therefore, for the relief of tender 
conſciences - for the relief of thoſe, whay 


though they are, in general, attached to 
the 


71 


Fr 
che conſtitation of the Church of Seot- 
land, to the Preſbyterian form of eccleſi- 
aſtical government eſtabliſhed in it, and 
to the ſimplicity of its worſhip and ordi- 
nances yet, from chat ſenſihility of ſpirit 
which is inſeparable from candour and 


integrity, may not, as I have ſaid, be with- 


out ſome ſmall ſcruples as to the import 
of certain articles in the Confeſſion of 
Faith, or, at leaſt, as to the application of 
certain Scripture paſſages, which are pro- 
duced as proofs of the truth of. theſe ar- 
ticles, that the preſent treatiſe is humbly 
intended, —But, if it ſhall in no degree 
anſwer the end for which it is deſigned, 
| ſhall at leaſt ſolace myſelf in the moſt 
perfect conſciouſneſs, that the obſervations 
which I ſubmit to the Public, ariſe from 
no other ſource than the love of truth, and 
a ſincere regard to the intereſts of religion 
and ſociety. 
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. In reaſoning upon the ſubject, I will 
lay down this general obſervation, to which I d 
I requeſt the attention of the reader. The n 
obſervation is That in ſubſcribing the Im 
Confeſſion of Faith, the ſubſcriber is un- W ſu 
derſtood to ſubſcribe it, as far as his un- di 
derſtanding enables him, in the very ſenſe WW ti 
in which the Confeſſion itſelf directs him. I er 
The reaſon upon which I found this ob- N 
ſervation is this Were any man — Mini. 
ſter, Elder, Preacher, Profeſſor, School- 
y maſter, or other, to ſubſcribe it in any 
we other ſenſe than that in which it dired 
} him to ſubſcribe it, or to believe it in any 
other ſenſe than that in which it direds 

him to believe it—it is evident, that it is 
not the Confeſſion of Faith of the Church 
of .Scotland which he either ſubſcribes or 
beheves, but a Confeſſion of Faith bear- 
ing another ſenſe, and breathing another 


\ 


% 


ſpirit. 
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The baſis, then, upon which I raiſe 


the ſuperſtruQure of the following, argu- 


ment is that every man who ſubſcribes 
the Confeſſion of Faith, 1s ſuppoſed to 
ſubſcribe it in the very ſenſe in which it 


lirets him, and according to thoſe poſi- : 


tive maxims which it lays down as the 
ground- work of its whole contexture. 
Now, let Reaſon conſider in what ſenſe 
the Confeſſion of Faith of this Church re- 
quires that it be believed and ſubſcribed; 
and let Candour draw the concluſion. 
Did the Confeſhon of Faith of this 
Church ſay that its doctrines were infal- 


üble, and that they were a perfect and 


complete interpretation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; did it fay that it is free from eve- 
ry poſſibility of ignorance, of error, or 
miſtake ;— did it ſay that it was an uner- 
ring guide in matters of falvation, and 
impoſe itſelf, as ſuch, upon the conſcience 
of the ſhackled ſubſcriber; l do not ſee 
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But, it is the glory of the Weſtminſter 


Scotland — and it is the glory of the Con- 


f EPS. N 
0 _— 


"I % 


how any honeſt man, who is member 


of a Proteſtant Church, could ſubſcribe 
ſach a preſumptuous and cramping Con- 
feſhon : Becauſe by ſuch ſubſcription, it 
is plain, he would publicly declare him- 
ſelf a follower of the Weſtminſter Divine: 
and not a follower of Jtsvs Cuntsr. 


Divines—it is the glory of the Church of 


feſſion of Faith, that there exiſts in it no 
evidence of ſuch an arbitrary, felf-ſuffici- 
ent, and impoſing ſpirit ;—but that prin- 
ciples directly oppoſite to theſe—princi 
ples of the moſt rational and liberal com- 
plexion, are there laid down, and, with 
the full evidence of truth, preſent them- 
felves to the mind of the unpreJiiticed 
and unfettered ſubſcriber. "OM 
The Confeſſion of Faith is ſo far from 
ſaying, that it is an infallible interpreter 
of the Holy Scriptures - that it ſays ſome- 


thing 


ming which ſeems to be the very reverſe 
ber It declares, that no human ſyſtem is 
nbeW .: infallible interpreter of Scripture — 
on- It declares, that Scripture is the only inn 
„i ©1lible interpreter of itſelf; and that, in F 
m. every doubt or difficulty with regard to 9 
les, any doctrine of religion, or any mode of 
ST. religious worſhip, an appeal is to be made _ _- 
er not to the Confeſſion of Faith—not to 

Ol ny ſyſtem of religious opinions drawn 

u- up, or compiled by finful and fallible 

men—but to the Holy Scriptures, which 

derive their exiſtence, their eſtabliſhment, 

and their authority, from the immediate 

inſpiration and power of Gop. The Con- 

feſſion of Faith is fo far from ſaying, that 
it is entirely free from every degree of f 
ignorance, error, or miſtake - that it ſays 
ſomething which ſeems to lead to a con- 
trary concluſion It declares, that every 
creed, or ſyſtem of religious opinions, 
compoſed by men, to which ſpecies of 
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8 itſelf belongs, is liable to) er. 
ror, and to mixture. The Confeſſion of 
Faith is ſo far from ſaying, that it is an 
unerring guide to ſalvation or from im- 
polmg itſelf, as ſuch, upon the conſcience 
of the ſubſcriber—thar. it ſays ſomething 
which ſeems to lead the unbiaſſed mind 
to an oppoſite conviction — It declares, 
that all doctrines of men, and decrees of 
councils, ſince the days of CHRIST and 
the Apoſtles, are, and have been, liable 
to error, and corruption Therefore, the 
injunction which it gives is this - that al 
ſuch doctrines and decrees are not to be 
received as guides in matters of ſalvation, 
but only to be uſed as helps to lead the 
mind to the Holy Scriptures—which, It 
declares, are the only true and infallible 
guide in all thoſe things which relate to 
the principles of faith, and the preceph 
of morality, 


In 


In 


11 

In theſe obſervations which * I have 
made upon the ſenſe and ſpirit of the 
Confeſſion of Faith of the Church of Scor- 
land, I have not ſpoken from conjecture, 
or even from deduction but from the 
plain and unambiguous expreſſions the 
poſitive and incontrovertible declarations, 
of the Confeſſion of Faith itſelf. And, 
for the more complete ſatisfaction of the 
ſerious and candid reader, 1 beg leave to 
lay before him, at full length, the paſ- 
ſages upon which theſe obſervations are 
founded that he may, impartially and 
conſcientiouſly, judge for himſelſ. —— 
The firſt paſſage to which I allude, is in 
the firſt chapter of the Confeſſion of Faith, 
ſections 8th, gth, and roth. Sea. 8th 
* The Old Teſtament in Hebrew, and 
* the New Teſtament in Greek, being 
immediately inſpired by Gob, and, by 
his ſingular care and providence, kept 


pure in all ages, are therefore authen- 
« tical, 
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4 tical, ſo as, in all controverſies of reli 


e gion, the Church is finally to appeal p 
& to them.”-——SeR. gth—* The infal- 
.* lible rule of interpretation of Scripture, l 


* 238 the Scripture itſelf ; and therefore, 1 


« true and full ſenſe of any Scripture, | 
* which is not manifold, but one, it muſt |i © 


* be ſearched and known by other places 
that ſpeak more clearly.” -Sect 10th-- 3 


The Supreme Judge by which all con- 
troverſies of religion are to be deter- g 
„ mined, and all decrees of councils, 

1 3 tl 
opinions of ancient writers, doctrines | 
of men, and private ſpirits, are to be a 
% examined, and in whoſe ſentence we : 


are to reſt, can be no other than the 
Holy Spirit ſpeaking in the Scripture.” 
Upon theſe three ſections, I wiſh to 
make the following obſervations, and to 
ſubmit them to the cool conſideration of 
the unprejudiced and intelligent reader. 
The ft point which theſe ſections eſta- 
bliſh, 


1 


- 
% 


35 1 

bliſh, is That ** the Scripture is the only 
© infallible interpreter of Scripture :”— 
And the reaſon which it aſſigns for this, 
i—that ** the Scripture only is derived 
from the immediate inſpiration of Gon?” 
The ſecond point which theſe ſections eſta- | 
bliſh, is—Thar ** the Scripture i Is the Su- 
preme Judge” to which, in every con- 
troverſy, or diſputed doctrine in religion, 
an appeal 1 is to be made, and in whoſe in- 
fallible determination we ate, ſolely and 
finally, to reſt, — From the admiſſion of 
theſe two points, the two following con- 
cluſions will manifeſtly ariſe. In the firf 
place If it be true that the Scripture is 
the only infallible interpreter of Scripture, 
as the Weſtminſter Divines, and the Com- 
miſſioners of the Church of Scotland, 
have poſitively aſſerted then it muſt be 
true, that the Confeſſion of Faith, or any 
other ſyſtem of religious doctrines what- 
ever, compoſed or compiled by fallible 

men, 


e 
men, is not to be regarded as an infall. 
ble interpretation of Scripture - becauſe, 
to maintain this, would be flatly to eon- 
tradict the poſitive aſſertion of the Weſt- 
minſter Divines—Hence, in the ſenſe of 
theſe Divines, the Confeſſion of Faith is 
to .be conſidered as a work, like every 
other human work, liable to imperfection, 
and to fallibility. In the ſecond place - 
If it be true, that the Scripture is“ the 
Supreme Judge” by which all religious 
| diſputes are to be determined, as the 
Weſtminſter Divines have alſo poſitively 
aſſerted—then it muſt be true, the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, or any other ſyſtem of 
religious opinions, compoſed or compiled 
by men, 1s not to be regarded. as the; Su- 


preme Judge, in. whoſe ſentences we are 
finally to reſt but only as a ſubordinate 
and inferior judge, from whoſe deciſions, 
in every point of controverſy, there hes 
an appeal to the Holy Scriptures, 


The 


le 


a 
The queſtion, then, is Whether does 


he who believes and ſubſcribes the Con- 


feſſion of F aith—as a fallible, or as an ins 
fallible interpreter of Scripture—as a ſu- 
preme, or as a ſubordinate judge in mat» 
ters of religion—believe and ſubſcribe it 
in the ſenſe preſcribed by the Weſtminſter 
Divines, and the Commiſſibners of the 


Church of Scotland To this queſtion, 


leave every man's canſcience in the fight 
of God to reply. TEE, 

The /ccond paſſage to which I allude, 
is in the 25th chapter of the Confeſſion of 
Faith, ſection th: The pureſt Churches 
under heaven are ſubje& both to mixture 
and error.“ The conclufion which I draw 
from this propoſition is this—Were it true 
that the Church , of Scotland, including ö 
its doctrines, diſcipline and worſhip, were 
at this moment the pureſt and moſt per- 
fect Church upon the face of the earth 
yet ſtill it would be true, according to the 

„ poſitive 
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poſitive declaration of the Confellion of 
Faith, that it would Na 8 „ 96 
* to mixture and error.” 


The queſtion, then, is —Whether "A 
he who believes and ſubſcribes the Con- 


feſſion of Faith, as a ſyſtem totally ex- 


empt from every degree of error, and of 
imperfection ; or he who believes and ſub. 
ſcribes it as a ſyſtem which in ſome de- 
gree may be liable to mixture or miſtake 
— believe and ſubſcribe it in the ſenſe 
preſcribed by the Weſtminſter Divines, 
and the Commiſſioners of the Church of 
Scotland ?—Thas queſtion I leave every 
man to anſwer according to the con- 
victions of his own mind. 

The third paſſage to which I allude, 
is in the 31ſt chapter of the Confeſſion of 
Faith, ſection gth—* All Synods and 
Councils ſince the Apoſtles times, whe- 
te ther genere or particular, may err, and 
many have erred ; therefore they are 

r not 


not 


8 


« not to is made the rule of faith or 
practice but to be uſed as an help i in 
© both.” The! 1mportant doctrine which 

this ſection eſtabliſhes, is—That all Sy- 

nods and Councils, ſince the days of the 

Apoſtles, may err; and of conſequence, 

that all confeſſions, creeds, ſyſtems. and 

opinions framed by ſuch Synods and 

« Councils, whether general or particu- 

* lar,” may be erroneous. And the li- 

beral concluſion which it draws from that 

doctrine is That ſuch ſyſtems; creeds, 
and doctrines, being thus liable to error, 
are not to be made the rule of faith 

* and praQtiee—but to be uſed only as an 

„help in both.“ 

The queſtion, then, is— Whether 25 
he who believes and ſubſcribes the Con- 
feſſion of Faith as an unerring guide in 
faith and practice Or he who believes and 
ſubſcribes it only as an uſeful help in 
both believe and ſubſcribe it moſt agree- 
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ty to che ſenſe fixed upon it by the 
Weſtminſter Divines, and the Commif. 
ſioners of the Church of Scotland ?—This 
queſtion I leave to the decifion of com- 
mon honeſty, and common ſenſe, © 
Thus, have I endeavoured to prove, 
that the Confeſſion of Faith of the Church 
of Scotland, does not ſubvert liberty of 
conſcience, or freedom of enquiry—that 
it does not hold itſelf up as an infallible 
interpreter of Scripture, or as a ſupreme 
judge in religious controverſy—that it 
does not arrogate an exemption from 
every mixture of error or ignorance, 'or 
ſet ittelf up as a guide in faith or prac- 
tice - but that, conſcious of its being 
liable to ignorance and imperfection, and 
that, like every other human ſyſtem, it 


may be mixed with ſome degree of er- 


ror and miſtake, it guards againſt every 


. ſentiment of arrogance and preſumption, 


and, with a becoming humility, offers 
| itſelf 


| ( 6 1 
elf only as a help to aſſiſt the hu- 
man mind in its reſearches after truth. 
And if theſe propoſitions 'be admitted, 
which I think no perſon; who without 
prejudice and prepoſſeſſion has read the 
Confeſſion of Faith, will deny; then the 
conclufion which I propoſe to draw from 
them, will, I ſhould apprehend, be equally : 
clear and indiſputable, - which is,. That 
any perſon who is in general well affected 
to the conſtitution of the Church of Scot- 
land to the preſbyterian form of eccle- 
ſiaſtical government eſtabliſhed in it 
or and to the ſimplicity of its worſhip and 
c- ordinances— although he may have fome 
ne MW finall ſcruples with regard to the import 
nd of ſome of its doctrines, or at leaſt to the 
it ¶ application of ſome of the texts which are 
r- © brought from Scripture to prove their 
ry 8 truth—and who regards the Confeſſion of 
n, I Faith as an important help in faith and 
practice — although he cannot receive it 
If 72 
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as an infallible interpreter — 4 ſupreme 
Judge—or an unerring guide, may fair. 
ly and honeſtly ſubſcribe the Confeſſion Ml © 
of | Faith — nay, be ſaid to ſubſcribe it t 
according to the very principles which * * 
inculcates, and in the very ſenſe in which Wl ? 
it directs the f ubſcriber to underſtand 


and to believe it. K 

| | V 

1 che whole-—Whaterer opinions 

the enemies of our Church may form of ll * 

the Confeſſion of Faith which it pre- © 

ſcribes to its members —— or whatever R 

ſcruples ſome of its friends may entertain Ml © 

with regard to any of its particular doc- ö 

trines, proofs, or interpretations ——yet, l 

1 from the paſſages which I have quoted, D 
0 and the remarks which I have made up- 
y . on them, it is obvious to every impartial h 
a mind, that, conſidered in general, it is a b 
5 ſyſtem of religious liberty; — that it leaves ' 


conſcience free from the doctrines and 
com- 


commandments of men; in every point 
of controverſy, makes its appeal to Scrip- 


hon 
eure; and teaches every man to regard 
A dhe Scripture, as the only infallible inter- 


preter of the mind of Gop. 

The conviction of that liberty, which, | 
not only as a Nation, but as a Church, 
we enjoy, ought to inſpire us with the a 
moſt devout ſentiments of gratitude 1 5 
Almighty Gop for the ineſtimable advan- | 
tages which we derive from the glorious 
Reformation, and which were ſertled and 
confirmed to us by the glorious Revolu- 
tion ;——inſomuch that, not only under 


the ſacred influence of Divine authority, | 
but alſo under the foſtering wing of civil ; 
protection, we eat the fruit of our own bs 
labours without moleſtation, 'and, in pu- 

blic aſſemblies, worſhip the Gop of our 

fathers, without the dread of having our 

blood mingled with our ſacrifices. 


The 


' ſhould lead ns to ſympathize with the 
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The conviction of chat ben which, 
. Only en e Wes but as a Chu, 


we enjoy, ought to check in us every in- 
tolerant and perſecuting diſpaſition; and 


mental, as well as with the corporeal in- 
firmities of our brethren. It becomes u 
to conſider, that the ſame truth may ap 
pear in different lights to different mind, 
according to the different degrees of their 
original capacity, the different modes of 
their reſpective education, and the differ- 
ent kinds of company with which they 
are accuſtomed to aſſociate. Nay, it be- 
comes us to conſider, that the fame truth 
may appear in different lights to the ſame 
mind, in proportion as the clouds of igno- 
rance are removed, and the underſtand- 
ing is illuminated with the beams of 
knowledge, and diſplays the gradual o- 
penings of progreſſive improvement. Let 
Proteſtants, then, guard againſt raſh judg- 

ment, 


"a 


"00000 

nent, uncharitable cenſure, and preſump- 
mous condemnation of their fellow-creas 
rures—and let them regulate their com 
duct by that charity which thinketh no 
evil, ſpeaketh no evil, and doeth no evil 
but which believeth all things, hopeth 
al things, and performeth all things— 
that amidſt the variety of human opini- 
ons, they may preſerve the harmony of 
Chriſtian affection, and, amidſt the diver- 
ſity of religious perſuaſions, may keep in- 
violate © the unity of the ſpirit in the 
* bond of peace,” 

The conviction of that liberty, which, 
urn not only as a Nation, but as a Church, we 
me enjoy, ought to excite our anxiety to im- 
n. prove our happy ſituation, and animate 
d. our ambition to aſpire after glory and per- 
fection, by ſtudying principles of uſeful 
knowledge, and by diſplaying lives of ex- 
Let emplary virtue whilſt, with a watchful 
'y circumſpection, and a prudent zeal, we 


_ - labour 
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labour to tranſmit, pure and 1hviolate tg 
our poſterity, thoſe ſacred and ineſtimable 
bleſſings, which we have derived from 
the virtue, the: valour, and 2 
our anceſtors. 
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e In ten degrees of more indulgent ſxies; 

-« ”Tis Liberty that crowns Britannia's iſle, 

— And makes her barren rocks and her bleak moun- 
i tains ſmile.“ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SOME perſons conſider the Confeſ- 
lion of Faith of the Church of Scotland to 
be as great an encroachment upon liberty 
as the Teſt· act of England But this is 
evidently a groſs miſtake. The Confeſ- 
fion of Faith, as I haveſhown in the fore- 
going treatiſe, though it were admitted to 
have ſome defects, as no human ſyſtem, 
perhaps, 18 abſolutely perfect, yet, upon 
the whole, conſidered as a ſyſtem, is a ſy- 
ſtem of liberty — inaſmuch as it leaves 
conſcience free from the commandments 
of men, and makes its appeal to Reaſon 
and Scripture, The Teſt-act, on the con- 


trary, 


8 
trary, by obliging every civil officer un. 
der the Crown to take the ſacrament ac- 
cording to the forms of the Church of 
England, is deſtructive of liberty—inaf- 
much as it, makes the civil rights of ſab. 


jets, however well affected to the King, 
laws, government, and conſtitution of the 


State, depend upon a compliance with cer. 
tain religious inſtitutions, with which the 


civil rights of mankind have no natural | 
or immediate connexion, "DER 
The Confeſſion of Faith is a religlous 
teſt only for thoſe who are public rulers 
and office-bearers in the religious and ec- 
cleſiaſtical part of the eſtabliſhment : The 
Teſt- act is a religious teſt for choſe who 
belong not, in a public capacity, to the ec- 
clefiaſtical eſtabliſhment — but who are 
rulers and office-bearers in the civil de- 


— 


partment. 
The Confeſſion of Faith converts no 


| inſtitution of Chriſt into an engine of 


worldly 
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worldly policy: The Teſt-act is a ſhame- 
ful proſtitution of the holy facrament of 
our Lord's Supper, by making that ſo- 
lemn ordinance, which was, not only pri- 
marily, but ſolely, intended to be a com- 
memoration of the. ſufferings and death 
of JesUs CHRIST, a tool of temporal ambi- 
tion, and a hm for the poſſeſſion 
and * 
fices, Oc. G 
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